
March offers an opportunity to
recognize the leaders whose
service and commitment continue
to shape our communities and
strengthen our nation.

As we observe Women’s History
Month, we honor the trailblazing
women whose leadership has
helped move our country forward
and continues to influence the
future of public service. From state
legislatures to classrooms,
boardrooms, and community
organizations, women leaders are
helping drive progress and expand
opportunity for the next
generation. NBCSL proudly
recognizes the women legislators
who are strengthening communities
and inspiring future leaders across
the country.

Thank you for the leadership and
dedication you bring to your
communities and to the work we
share.

These early trailblazers laid the groundwork for the next wave of leadership that
emerged during the civil rights era.  Few figures symbolize that era more powerfully
than Rep. Shirley Chisholm, who began her public service in the New York State
Assembly before making history in 1968 as the first Black woman elected to the United
States Congress. Known for declaring herself “unbought and unbossed,” Chisholm’s
fearless leadership continues to inspire generations of women seeking to make their
voices heard in government.

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Leadership rarely begins in a single moment. It is built over time and is shaped by
those who step forward, break barriers, and widen the path for those who follow.  
The late Rep. Lois M. DeBerry (TN), who served as the first African American Speaker
Pro Tem in the Tennessee House of Representatives, Rep. Mary H. Coleman (MS),
Rep. Barbara Ballard (KS), Sen. Catherine Pugh (MD), Rep. Gilda Cobb-Hunter (SC),
and Rep. Laura Hall (AL) represent a powerful chapter in the history of the National
Black Caucus of State Legislators. Each has served as President of NBCSL, helping
guide the organization’s work to strengthen policy, elevate leadership, and advance
the interests of the communities its members serve.

Their leadership reflects the strength, vision, and influence of Black women in
legislative spaces across the country. Their presence at the helm of a national
legislative organization did not happen overnight. It is part of a much longer story —
one shaped by generations of women who stepped forward to lead when
opportunities were few and barriers were many.

That story began nearly a century ago.

In 1938, Rep. Crystal Bird Fauset made history when
she was elected to the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives, becoming the first Black woman
elected to a state legislature in the United States.
Her groundbreaking victory helped open the door
for other pioneers, including Sen. Cora Brown, who
in 1952 became the first Black woman elected to any
state senate when she won a seat in the Michigan
Senate, and Maryland’s Sen. Verda Welcome, who
served in both the House of Delegates and the
Senate before becoming the first Black woman in
the nation to serve as a state senate majority whip.
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Around the same time, Rep. Barbara Jordan (TX) broke barriers as the first
Black woman elected to the Texas Senate. Jordan would later gain national
recognition for her eloquence and constitutional insight during the
Watergate hearings, demonstrating the profound influence Black women
could have on the national stage.

In Indiana, Rep. Julia Carson (IN) emerged as a powerful advocate for
working families during her time in the Indiana State Senate before
continuing her public service in Congress. Meanwhile, in Wisconsin, 
Rep. Gwen Moore (WI) began her legislative career in the Wisconsin
Assembly, where she worked to elevate issues affecting healthcare access,
economic development, and urban communities.

As Black women lawmakers continued to gain influence, they also began
shaping national legislative institutions.

In Oklahoma, Sen. Angela Monson (OK) served her community with
distinction in the Oklahoma Legislature and became a respected voice in
national policy circles through her work with the National Conference of
State Legislatures. Her leadership later made history when she became the
first Black woman elected President of NCSL.

Across the country in Oregon, Sen. Jackie Winters (OR) broke barriers as
the first Black Republican woman elected to the Oregon Legislature and
later served as Minority Leader of the Oregon Senate, earning respect for
her bipartisan leadership and commitment to public service.

Other leaders began their journeys in statehouses before shaping policy at
the national level. Rep. Maxine Waters (CA) first served in the California
State Assembly before rising to national prominence in Congress as a
champion for economic justice and financial accountability. Similarly, the
late Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (TX) began her legislative career in the Texas
House of Representatives before becoming a leading voice on civil rights,
voting rights, and social justice during her long tenure in Congress. In
California, Sen. Holly J. Mitchell (CA) also emerged as a respected leader in
the State Senate, championing policies addressing economic equity and
criminal justice reform and authoring the nation’s first CROWN Act to
prohibit discrimination based on natural hairstyles.

Today, a new generation of Black women lawmakers continues to build
upon this extraordinary legacy. In Nevada, Assembly Speaker Danielle
Monroe-Moreno (NV) is making history as the first Black woman to lead
the Nevada Assembly, advancing policies focused on education, economic
opportunity, and community safety. In Pennsylvania, Speaker Joanna
McClinton (PA) made history as the first woman and first Black American
to lead the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.  In Maryland, Speaker
Adrienne A. Jones (MD) also broke barriers as the first woman and first
Black American to serve as Speaker of the Maryland House of Delegates.

Meanwhile, Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins (NY) became the first woman
and first Black woman to serve as Majority Leader of the New York State
Senate.  In Georgia, Rep. Park Cannon (GA), and in Minnesota, Sen. Clare
Oumou Verbeten (MN) represents a rising generation of Black women
legislators bringing new perspectives and energy to public service.

Together, these leaders represent more than a series of historic firsts. They
represent a continuum of leadership - one generation building upon the
progress of the last. 
 

Rep. Cannon
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Alabama is taking decisive action to eliminate financial
barriers to life-saving preventive care. Too often, high
deductibles and copayments discourage women from
accessing routine breast cancer screenings — delaying
detection and worsening health outcomes. 

Senate Bill 177, sponsored and introduced on January
20, 2026 by Senator Linda Coleman-Madison of
Alabama’s State Senate District 20, would require health
insurance plans to provide coverage for breast cancer
screening without charging an insured deductible or
copayment. The bill has already passed the first
chamber and, according to StateNet, is moving at a
“very fast” pace. 

Currently, out-of-pocket costs can create significant
obstacles, particularly for women in underserved
communities who are more likely to experience late-
stage diagnoses. SB 177 aims to remove cost as a barrier,
reinforcing the principle that early detection should be
accessible to all and not dependent on income or
insurance design. 

Alabama’s proposal reflects a broader national effort to
expand preventive health access and reduce disparities
in cancer outcomes. By mandating first-dollar coverage
for screenings, the state joins others working to
prioritize early intervention as both a public health and
economic imperative. 

The measure aligns closely with NBCSL’s policy
priorities, including expanding access to affordable
healthcare, addressing racial health disparities, and
supporting preventive services that save lives and
reduce long-term costs. If enacted, SB 177 would
represent a significant step toward ensuring that
women across Alabama can access critical screenings
without financial hesitation, strengthening families and
communities statewide. 

LEGISLATION ON THE MOVE

Alabama Senate Bill 177 Expands Access
to Breast Cancer Screenings 

In recognition of Women’s History Month and the
ongoing efforts to advance economic equity and
opportunity, the National Black Caucus of State
Legislators (NBCSL) shines its Legislator Spotlight
on Representative Kristine Reeves, Chair of the
Washington Legislative Black Caucus, whose
leadership is expanding pathways to prosperity for
working families across Washington State. 

Representing Washington’s 30th Legislative
District, Position 2, Representative Reeves has built
her career on service, advocacy, and results-driven
leadership. A Moses Lake native, she brings a strong
background in economic development and
veterans’ services to her role in the legislature. Her
professional experience supporting military families
and advancing workforce initiatives has shaped a
legislative approach centered on stability, dignity,
and opportunity for all. 

That commitment is reflected in her focus on
family-sustaining jobs, accessible and affordable
childcare, and equitable community development.
Representative Reeves understands that economic
mobility requires more than employment alone. It
requires systems that support working parents,
strengthen small businesses, and create
environments where families can thrive. Her policy
priorities consistently elevate working families,
veterans, and historically underserved
communities. 

As Chair of the Washington Legislative Black
Caucus, Representative Reeves works
collaboratively to advance legislation that addresses
disparities in healthcare, housing, workforce access,
and education. She champions investments that
strengthen local economies while ensuring that
opportunity reaches communities too often left
behind. Her leadership underscores the importance
of state-level action in driving meaningful change
and building generational wealth. 

Representative Kristine Reeves — we salute you! 

LEGISLATOR SPOTLIGHT
Representative Kristine Reeves (WA)
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On February 7, 2026, thousands of young leaders, labor advocates, students,
and community organizers gathered in Washington, D.C., for the Young
Worker March on Washington, calling for an economy that works for
everyone—including the next generation of workers. The demonstration
brought together voices from across the country who are navigating a
rapidly changing labor landscape shaped by rising costs, shifting career
pathways, and ongoing debates about workplace protections and
economic opportunity.

Participants shared personal experiences that reflected the realities many
young workers face today: balancing education with employment,
confronting barriers to entry in certain professions, and seeking wages and
benefits that allow them to build stable futures. While the stories varied, the
message was consistent. Young workers are asking policymakers to
recognize that economic fairness, workplace dignity, and access to
opportunity must remain central to the nation’s policy conversations.

Though the march unfolded in the nation’s capital, many of the decisions
that shape workers’ lives are made in state legislatures. State governments
play a critical role in setting labor standards, supporting workforce
development, funding apprenticeships and career training programs, and
advancing policies that strengthen economic mobility. These are the policy
arenas where young workers’ concerns often translate into tangible change.

For decades, the National Black Caucus of State Legislators (NBCSL) has
worked at the forefront of these discussions, advancing policies that
address economic disparities while expanding pathways to opportunity.
Through its resolutions and policy initiatives, NBCSL has consistently
emphasized the importance of equitable workforce development, access to
education and training, and protections that ensure workers are treated
fairly in the modern economy. As conversations about the future of work
continue to evolve, the organization’s policy leadership provides an
important framework for lawmakers seeking practical solutions that
support both workers and communities.

The march also reflected a powerful sense of intergenerational momentum,
with young advocates standing alongside seasoned civil rights leaders and
policymakers who have long championed economic justice. Together, they
highlighted a shared commitment to building a future where opportunity,
fairness, and dignity remain at the center of the American workforce.

As the voices from Washington continue to resonate nationwide, the
message is clear: when young workers rise, communities rise with them.

CONNECTING THE
MOVEMENT TO NBCSL
RESOLUTIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE &
ECONOMIC EQUITY

Resolution ETE-26-18 urges
expanded funding for
environmental remediation,
equitable access to green jobs,
and community engagement
in environmental decisions.

PROTECTING UNION JOBS &
WORKER RIGHTS 

Resolution LWD-24-35 calls on
employers and policymakers to
protect worker benefits and
bargaining rights while
expanding access to stable
employment.  

ELIMINATING BARRIERS IN THE
LABOR MARKET

Resolution LWD-19-39 supports
reforms to occupational
licensing to reduce barriers
that prevent workers from
accessing jobs across states.  

CLOSING THE GENDER &
DIVERSITY GAP IN LEADERSHIP 

Resolution BED-20-40
promotes gender pay equity
and equitable representation
in corporate and nonprofit
leadership.  

EXPANDING EDUCATIONAL &
WORKFORCE OPPORTUNITY

Resolution EDU-15-22
highlights the importance of
improving STEM education
and expanding access for
disadvantaged students,
foundational to long-term
economic mobility.  

Ready to Get Involved?  Click Here to Join a NBCSL Policy Committee.  (For NBCSL Legislator Members Only) 
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From statehouses to community celebrations across the
country, NBCSL members joined the nation in commemorating
the 100th anniversary of Black History Month honoring the
history, leadership, and enduring impact of Black Americans.

Arizona Legislative Black Caucus

The 24th Annual African American Legislative Day
Conference took place in Phoenix, Arizona, and brought
together community leaders, advocates, and residents for
a week of civic engagement and education. The
conference included a State of the State gathering, a
Historic Black History Bus Tour, Advocacy Day and
Legislative Briefing, an Arizona House of Representatives
Floor Program, and several informative workshops. The
week also featured a Youth Day with more than 400
students participating in a mock legislative session on
HB2484, an Unsung Hero Gala along with a closing
Health Day that included a Black medical provider
breakfast and a community health resource fair.

Florida Legislative Black Caucus

The Honorable Arthenia Joyner, Former Florida State Senator and longtime member of the National Black Caucus of State
Legislators, is featured in a recent CBS News segment highlighting the voices of those who helped shape the Civil Rights
Movement. As a young attorney, Joyner worked alongside civil rights leaders in the fight against segregation and
discrimination, helping to advance legal challenges that pushed the nation toward greater equality. In the video below, she
reflects on her experiences and the lasting impact of the movement on the pursuit of justice today.

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/voices-of-the-civil-rights-movement/


Indiana Legislative Black Caucus  

Stole Day is a time when the Indiana Black Legislative
Caucus honors its heritage, recognizes historical
struggles, and promotes Black unity and pride
throughout the Statehouse. The day also celebrates the
Black legislators, staff, and interns who have played an
integral role in uplifting our voices across the state and
advancing our advocacy on the front lines every day.

African Garb Day provides an opportunity for the Black
Legislative Caucus and staff to wear traditional African
clothing. The purpose of this day is to celebrate African
heritage, promote cultural education and awareness
around the Statehouse, and highlight the influence
African culture has on our state and beyond.

Illinois Legislative Black Caucus

Every year, the ILBC holds a press conference
directly after the Governor's Budget address and
this year was no different. The Caucus outlined
where the Budget aligned with its Four-Pillar
omnibus bill package to end systemic racism passed
in 2020-2021. Also, that day always culminates with
the ILBCF Black History Month Soiree, which is an
evening of Black Excellence and the awarding of
leadership awards to amazing community
stakeholders throughout the state; at this Soiree we
honored the life and legacy of the Rev. Jesse L.
Jackson, Sr.

The Columbus Museum in Georgia recently presented The Puzzle of
Politics: Calvin Smyre in Service, 1975–2025, an exhibition honoring
the extraordinary public service of the Honorable Calvin Smyre. The
exhibition, which ran from January 31 through March 1, examined
Smyre’s remarkable 50-year career in the Georgia House of
Representatives and his role in advancing some of the state’s most
significant legislative milestones. Through photographs, artifacts,
and personal reflections, the exhibit highlighted Smyre’s leadership
in establishing Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and Juneteenth as
state holidays in Georgia, supporting hate crimes legislation, and
helping lead the effort to replace Georgia’s 1950s-era state flag. 

The 2026 Heritage Gala is a formal event
dedicated to celebrating our community’s rich
heritage and honoring the leaders who inspire
us. The elegant evening featured distinguished
guests and recognized exceptional
contributions to our collective legacy. 

Georgia Legislative Black Caucus



Louisiana Legislative Black Caucus

The Louisiana Legislative Black Caucus Black History Program brought together leaders, students, and community
members to reflect on the achievements, resilience, and impact of Black leaders throughout our state and nation.
Moments like these remind us that Black history is not just the past—it’s the foundation of our future.

Maryland Legislative Black Caucus

Pictured here are attendees at the Legislative
Black Caucus of Maryland’s Annual Breakfast
during the 2026 legislative session. 

Kansas Legislative Black Caucus

The Black Economic Summit brought together different
topics around Black Agriculture and Black Entrepreneurs.
Attendees also heard updates on major regional
developments, including the Kansas City Chiefs’ potential
move to Kansas and the upcoming 2026 FIFA World Cup
in nearby Kansas City, Missouri. The Black Economic
Summit was held in the newly built Docking Building in
Topeka, Kansas. 

Iowa Legislative Black Caucus

The first floor of Iowa's Capitol Rotunda was at capacity as
the Black and Brown Caucus hosted a powerful gathering
on leadership, policy, and community impact. Hundreds of
attendees heard a call to action from keynote speaker Dr.
Boise Kimber, President of the National Baptist
Convention USA, Inc. Faith leaders, advocates, elected
officials, and community members came together in
purpose and power. Governor Reynolds read the
proclamation, with Secretary of State Paul D. Pate and
State Auditor Rob Sands in attendance. Caucus Chair Ruth
Ann Gaines officiated.

https://youtu.be/QT1hGgwOeTg
https://youtu.be/QT1hGgwOeTg


New York Legislative Black Caucus

The New York State Association of Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic, and Asian Legislators held their 55th Annual
Legislative Conference February 13 - 15, 2026. Sen. James Sanders, Jr. delivered his State of the District Address. There
was also an interactive workshop for Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises. The weekend ended with
the annual Scholarship Gala and a Sneaker Ball Gala afterparty. 

This signature event honors the enduring legacy, resilience, and historic contributions of Black Americans in
Missouri and across the nation. The evening featured distinguished guest speaker Judge Milton Williams, Sr., a
pioneering figure in American criminal justice history. Judge Williams made history as the first African American
Polygraph Examiner in the State of Mississippi and is widely recognized as an expert investigator. His career
includes participation in the investigation related to the murders of Medgar Evers, Emmett Till, and involvement in
matters connected to Edward Ray Killen, who was convicted in connection with the 1964 murders of James
Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael Schwerner.

Missouri Legislative Black Caucus

North Carolina Legislative Black Caucus

In partnership with Governor Josh Stein and the North
Carolina African American Heritage Commission, the North
Carolina Legislative Black Caucus proudly co-hosted a Black
History Month Celebration on February 17 honoring Black
farmers and their significant contributions to North Carolina
agriculture. Representative Ray Jeffers (NC District 2) spoke on
the impact and legacy of Black farmers across the state.
During the celebration, several leaders and advocates,
including Eva Clayton and other champions of Black
agriculture, were presented with the Order of the Long Leaf
Pine Award in recognition of their service and leadership.



During Black History Month, the South Carolina Legislative Black Caucus (SCLBC) hosted and participated in
events honoring historic leaders, celebrating Black institutions, and engaging community stakeholders.
Highlights included the Black History Month Reception at Optus Bank, HBCU Day, and the historic ceremony
where Reverend Jesse Jackson lay in state. These activities reflect the Caucus’s ongoing commitment to
economic empowerment, education, and civil rights.

This event was an opportunity to come together to
honor, reflect upon, and celebrate the contributions of
Black Americans in Oklahoma and American History. 

Oklahoma Legislative Black Caucus

South Carolina Legislative Black Caucus 
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WHEREAS, the National Black Caucus of State Legislators (NBCSL) mourns the
passing of Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr., a towering leader in the fight for civil
rights, voting rights, and human dignity across the United States and around
the world; and

WHEREAS, Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. was born on October 8, 1941, in Greenville,
South Carolina, where his early life experiences helped shape the faith,
resilience, and commitment to justice that would define his lifelong work; and

WHEREAS, Rev. Jackson’s extraordinary leadership spanned three defining
eras of American life—the Jim Crow period, the civil rights era, and the post–
civil rights era—during which he remained a relentless and principled voice for
dignity, hope, and progress; and

WHEREAS, through visionary leadership and the founding of the Rainbow
PUSH Coalition, Rev. Jackson mobilized communities, expanded civic
participation, and helped register and turn out voters on a scale that
strengthened American democracy; and

WHEREAS, Rev. Jackson’s work as an international diplomat and human rights
advocate elevated the global struggle for freedom and justice, including his
steadfast opposition to apartheid and his advocacy on behalf of oppressed
people worldwide; and

WHEREAS, for decades Rev. Jackson was a trusted friend to NBCSL and a
distinguished recipient of the organization’s highest honor, the Nation Builder
Award, recognizing a lifetime dedicated to expanding justice, strengthening
democracy, and advancing opportunity for Black communities and
marginalized people; and

WHEREAS, Rev. Jackson inspired generations of public servants, and for state
legislators across the nation, he embodied the unwavering belief that progress
is always possible; and

WHEREAS, his enduring call to the nation - “Keep hope alive” - continues to
motivate leaders, communities, and future generations to pursue equity,
justice, and opportunity for all;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the National Black Caucus of State
Legislators hereby honors the life, legacy, and immeasurable contributions of
Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr., expresses its profound gratitude for his decades of
leadership and service, and recommits itself to advancing the principles for
which Rev. Jackson stood and to continuing the work of building a more just,
inclusive, and hopeful nation.

Honoring the Life and Legacy of Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr.Proclama
tion



Before the speeches, before the marches, before the rallies
that would mobilize millions, there was a simple but
powerful message that Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. carried into
communities across America: hope matters - and hope must
be organized.

For more than half a century, Rev. Jackson stood as one of
the most influential voices in the struggle for civil rights,
voting rights, and human dignity. His leadership spanned
three defining eras of American life - the Jim Crow period,
the civil rights era, and the post–civil rights era - and
throughout each, he remained a relentless voice for dignity,
opportunity, and progress.

Born in Greenville, South Carolina, Rev. Jackson rose to
become one of the most recognizable civil rights leaders of
his generation. His life’s work reflected a steadfast
commitment to expanding democracy, empowering
marginalized communities, and ensuring that every
American had the opportunity to participate fully in the
nation’s civic life.

Through the founding of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, Rev.
Jackson mobilized communities and expanded civic
participation on a scale that helped strengthen American
democracy. His efforts helped register and turn out voters
across the country, empowering generations of citizens who
had long been excluded from the democratic process.

Rev. Jackson’s leadership extended far beyond American
borders. As an international diplomat and human rights
advocate, he elevated the global struggle for freedom and
justice, standing firmly against apartheid and advocating on
behalf of oppressed communities around the world.

For the National Black Caucus of State Legislators, Rev.
Jackson was more than a historic civil rights leader, he was a
trusted friend and partner in the ongoing pursuit of justice
and opportunity. In recognition of his extraordinary lifetime
of leadership and service, NBCSL proudly honored Rev.
Jackson with its highest distinction, the David P. Richardson
Nation Builder Award, acknowledging his enduring
contributions to expanding justice, strengthening
democracy, and advancing opportunity for Black
communities and marginalized people.

For state legislators across the country, Rev. Jackson
represented the unwavering belief that progress is always
possible. He understood the critical role that public
leadership and public policy play in translating hope into
lasting change. That understanding continues to shape the
work of NBCSL today.

Ready to Get Involved?  Click Here to Join a NBCSL Policy Committee.  (For NBCSL Legislator Members Only) 
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A Life That Changed a Nation:
Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson, Sr. 

Across the nation, Black state legislators remain at
the forefront of efforts to strengthen democracy,
expand economic opportunity, and ensure that
public policy reflects the needs and aspirations of
the communities they serve.

As we remember the life and legacy of Rev. Jesse L.
Jackson, Sr., NBCSL honors the doors he opened,
the progress he helped secure, and the example he
set for leaders across the nation.

His legacy remains not only a moment of
remembrance but a continuing call to action.

Protecting and Expanding Voting Rights
Resolution LJE-19-32: A Resolution on Voting
Rights Protections
Resolution LJE-17-26: Reaffirming Support for
Restoration of Voting Rights for Returning
Citizens

Economic Justice and Opportunity
Resolution BED-19-41: Promoting the Economic
Agenda of Black Wealth 2020
Resolution LWD-16-34: Developing Job Creation
Pathways

Education and Youth Opportunity
Resolution EDU-24-15: Closing the Funding Gap
Between Land-Grant Institutions

Health Equity and Community Well-Being
Resolution HHS-23-27: Addressing Longstanding
Mistreatment of Sickle Cell Patients in Healthcare
Facilities 

Criminal Justice Reform
Resolution LJE-21-16: Honoring the Memory of
George Floyd Through Action

Areas Where NBCSL’s Policy Work
Reflects the Values Rev. Jackson
Championed:
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Allyson Sneed

Behind every legislator is a team of dedicated professionals whose commitment helps
turn ideas into action. Through our Legislative Staff Spotlight, NBCSL recognizes the
staff members who bring energy, expertise, and passion to the legislative process. Each
profile offers a glimpse into their journeys, the issues that inspire them, and the
invaluable contributions they make to both their offices and our mission. This month,
we spotlight Ms. Allyson Sneed, Executive Legislative Assistant for Policy & Research for
the Tennessee General Assembly and newly-elected Vice Chair of the National Black
Legislative Staff Leadership Council (NBLSLC), an NBCSL ancillary group.

LEGISLATIVE STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Q: What led you to work
in the legislative arena? 

A:  I had worked as a
paralegal and a mortgage
closing agent for a number
of years when I received a
call from a former
colleague working at the
Tennessee General
Assembly asking if I might
be interested in
interviewing with a
legislator in need of a
legislative assistant. I've
always been interested in
politics and had
considered law school. My
interview went well, I was
hired the same day, and
have been a member of
Tennessee's legislative
staff for over 20 years.

Q: What does it mean
to you to support a
Black legislator and
contribute to NBCSL’s
mission? 

A: Working with an
NBCSL member
dedicated to serving one
of the most vulnerable
and underserved
communities in the state
has been most
rewarding. NBCSL has
created an environment
of learning,
empowerment, and
active participation of
both legislators and staff
to transform policy. I am
proud to have served as
past chair, secretary, and
currently vice chair of
NBLSLC, which has been
instrumental in my
professional growth.

 Q: What advice would you
give to someone
considering a career as
legislative staff? 

A: The best advice I could
give would be to always be
kind, never take the difficult
days too seriously, and
remember that service to
mankind is one of the most
important things one can do.

Q: What’s one issue, policy
area, or initiative you’re
passionate about—and why?
 
A: The rural district I work in
has two correctional facilities. 
I spend a large part of my day
addressing issues having to do
with incarceration. Our
country has the highest rate of
recidivism of any nation in the
world, with 70% of offenders
returning to jail within five
years of their release. I am
proud to have been a founding
board member of TAKE ONE, a
collaborative effort between
the Department of Corrections
and private entities. It pairs
churches with a returning
citizen for one year of support
as they transition back to their
communities.

Become a Member
The National Black Legislative Staff Leadership Council
(NBLSLC), an ancillary group of NBCSL, is comprised of
Legislative staff in the United States, including the District of
Columbia and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  We invite you to join
our national network of legislative professionals. 
  
Click here to learn more. 

Ready to Get Involved?  Click Here to Join a NBCSL Policy Committee.  (For NBCSL Legislator Members Only) 
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Greetings, CRT Members,

I am honored to serve as Chair of the
Corporate Roundtable and look
forward to the important work we will
accomplish together.

The role of the Corporate Roundtable
is essential to the mission of the
National Black Caucus of State
Legislators. Your engagement helps
strengthen the connection between
industry leaders and NBCSL
legislators, ensuring that policymakers
remain informed about issues
affecting the organizations and
communities we serve.

As members of the CRT, your
partnership in supporting NBCSL
programs, initiatives, and events helps
advance meaningful dialogue and
thoughtful policy development across
the country.

One of my top priorities as Chair is
maintaining open communication
and strong collaboration among our
members. If you have ideas, feedback,
or would like to discuss ways to
deepen your engagement with the
CRT, I encourage you to reach out. I
welcome the opportunity to connect
with you.

Thank you for your continued
partnership and commitment to
supporting and educating NBCSL
members.

 

FROM THE CHAIR
Chelsi Bennett, J.D.
Government Relations, Eastern U.S.,
StubHub
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ORGANIZATION PROFILE

The National Black Caucus of State Legislators’ monthly electronic
newsletter is distributed to more than 4,000 recipients, including
state legislators, legislative staff, Corporate Round Table members,
Labor partners, and dedicated NBCSL supporters. It offers timely
perspectives on critical issues affecting Americans, particularly
those in historically marginalized communities.

Each issue includes a dedicated page for NBCSL’s Corporate Round
Table. This page offers members an opportunity to share thought
leadership, highlight organizational priorities, and demonstrate
alignment with NBCSL’s mission.

Corporate Round Table members interested in contributing are
invited to submit original, mission-aligned articles written for a
legislative audience. Articles should not exceed 335 words and may
include an organization logo and up to two high-quality images. All
submissions are subject to review for clarity, length, and editorial
standards.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE:
Corporate Round Table members interested in contributing
should first submit a brief email of interest to LaKimba DeSadier,
NBCSL CEO, at LaKimba@nbcsl.org. Once approved, final articles
should be submitted by clicking this link. 
Interest letters must be submitted one month prior to the issue
in which you wish to be featured.
Final articles must be received by the 1st of the month.

This is a unique opportunity to engage directly with lawmakers and
policy leaders across the country while highlighting your
organization’s commitment to the issues NBCSL champions.  We
look forward to sharing your voice with the NBCSL community.

SHARE YOUR VOICE WITH
NBCSL’S NATIONAL AUDIENCE

Ready to Get Involved?  Click Here to Join a NBCSL Policy Committee.  (For NBCSL Legislator Members Only) 
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APRIL 16-18, 2026
NBCSL Spring Regional Meeting
Denver, Colorado

SEPTEMBER 16-20, 2026
Congressional Black Caucus ALC 55
Washington, DC

JULY 27-29, 2026
NCSL Legislative Summit 2026
Chicago, Illinois

AUGUST 2026 (DATE/LOCATION TBD)
NBCSL Regional Meeting

EVENTS CALENDAR

NBCSL has 10 policy committees composed of NBCSL
members and legislative staff. These committees
meet to exchange ideas, network, and find solutions
to issues facing all Americans. The policy committees
also serve an important function in the policy
resolution process. Legislators deliberate and vote on
resolutions, which must pass out of policy
committees before they can be ratified by the full
membership body at the Annual Legislative
Conference. Committees are also responsible for
submitting model legislation for NBCSL members. 
Sign up for Corporate Round Table Policy
Committees

As a member-centric organization, we want to hear
from you about how we are doing and how we can
improve to ensure we continue to deliver on our
promise to our corporate and non-profit members
and assist NBCSL members in fostering productive
partnerships with the private sector.  Click here to
access the Corporate Round Table Partner Survey

NBCSL Media Survey
To be completed by NBCSL Legislator Members Only

Your feedback will help us tailor our communication
strategies and initiatives to better serve your needs
and enhance the visibility and impact of NBCSL in
the public sphere. This survey provides us with
valuable insights into how we can effectively
leverage traditional media and social media to
advance our mission and goals. Your participation is
greatly appreciated.  
NBCSL Media Survey

Corporate Round Table Surveys
To be completed by NBCSL Corporate Round Table
Partners Only

IMPORTANT LINKS

Legislative Policy Committee Interest
To be completed by NBCSL Legislator Members Only

Click the button below to update your member profile
and sign up to serve on a policy committee. We want to
ensure every member has the opportunity to contribute,
connect, and lead.

NBCSL STAFF 

LaKimba DeSadier
Chief Executive Officer
lakimba@nbcsl.org

Nancy Beams
Chief Financial Officer
nancy@nbcsl.org

Ashqelynn Ayers
Communications Manager
ash@nbcsl.org

Brooke Springfield
Policy Associate
brooke@nbcsl.org

Jordan Newman
Policy Fellow
jordan@nbcsl.org

BlitzAssociates LLC 
Newsletter Editor
communications@nbcsl.org

Ready to Get Involved?  Click Here to Join a NBCSL Policy Committee.  (For NBCSL Legislator Members Only) 
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ENDLESS IMPACT. 
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