
ARTICLE SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
We invite and encourage our legislative members and corporate partners to submit
articles showcasing the impactful work you do for the benefit of NBCSL members and
their constituents. To ensure your submission meets our publication standards, please
follow the guidelines outlined below.

Please note: Submitting an article is not a guarantee of publication. NBCSL will select
articles to ensure a balance of topics and viewpoints.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES

All contributors must submit an Intent to Submit email to communications@nbcsl.org
by Friday, September 18, 2026, to confirm participation.

Final articles and accompanying artwork must be received no later than Friday,
October 16, 2026. Submissions received after this date will not be considered.

CONTENT: Must be an opinion piece focused on issues that have national relevance to
Black state legislators.

WORD COUNT: No more than 750 words in length (excluding title and author
information) and must contain all contact information including the name, title,
organization or state/district, address, and phone number of each author.

HEADERS: Include at the top of the document the following: (a) article title, (b) name of
each author, and (c) organization or state/district of each author.

BIO NOTE: Include a bio note (i.e. 1-2 sentences describing who you are and the work you
do) for each author at the end of your submission, so that it can be printed should your
article be published.

GRAPHICS/PHOTOS: If you choose to include photos or other graphics with your article,
please submit with a 300-dpi resolution. Graphics must be in pdf, tiff, or jpeg formats
and authors must have full right to photos. Please include any graphics in the same
email as your article submission.

HEADSHOT: Include a headshot of each author.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING ARTICLES

All articles must be submitted electronically in MS Word to:

• communications@nbcsl.org

• cc: LaKimba DeSadier, CEO at LaKimba@nbcsl.org

• cc: Nancy Beams, CFO at Nancy@nbcsl.org

• For the subject line, please use: “The Legislator” Article Submission.

REVIEW PROCEDURES

• The editorial team reviews all articles and will confirm receipt within 48 hours.

• Articles may be edited to improve clarity, flow, grammar, and consistency, as deemed
necessary by the editorial team. During the layout process, the graphics team may
re-format charts and pictures submitted for space and magazine context.

• Please note: It is at the discretion of NBCSL to make all final decisions.

COPYRIGHT & TERMS

It is important to note that submission of an article to The Legislator indicates an
agreement to the terms below:

• The author hereby grants NBCSL the right to publish and re-publish the submitted
material, in whole or in part, in any form of media now known or hereafter developed,
and to also use it for promotional purposes.

• NBCSL’s rights herein granted include the right to edit, revise, abridge, and/or
condense the material, to reprint the material in The Legislator or on NBCSL’s website,
and to change the title as necessary.

• The author retains the full rights to the published project, photographs, and/or
artwork.

• Author warrants that he/she is the sole author and owner of the material, that it does
not infringe any existing copyright, that it contains no libelous or unlawful matter, and
that the author has full power to grant the rights granted hereby.


